6o                     BATTLE OF THE RIVERS
German mechanized troops turned north in an attempt
to cut the Allied forces to pieces ; on May 26 they
occupied Boulogne and Calais. With the surrender of
the Belgian Army at the orders of the King of the
Belgians, the Allied Forces in the north were in a serious
situation and had to fight a desperate retreat along a
narrow corridor towards Dunkirk.
During these anxious days the French had made a
defensive line along the Somme and the Aisne. It ran
roughly from the Channel through Abbeville, Amiens,
Peronne and Ham in a south-easterly direction, and
then in an easterly direction along the Ailette and Oise
rivers by Neufchatel, Rethel and Attigny, continuing
east along the Ardennes Canal until it met the Maginot
Line proper at Montmedy and Longwy. At the end
of May I visited on the Aisne, east of Attigny, a French
mechanized division, which had successfully stopped a
crack German Panzer division. General Buisson, who
was in command, was by nature an extremely confident
man. It was almost certainly for that reason that war
correspondents were at that critical moment allowed to
visit his division. But even he was not too optimistic
about the outcome. When the censorship only allows
through the optimistic portions of an account given by
an optimistic general, a wrong impression is given in
the world's press. At that critical moment, when the
French needed 'planes from America and mechanized
troops and artillery to be re-embarked as quickly as
possible from England, the public of the various countries
concerned should have been allowed to know how grave